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regimes for investment. We urge the crisis-af-
fected countries to promote sustainable recovery
by pursuing full and proper economic restruc-
turing. We support IMF conditionality as a
means to promote sound macroeconomic poli-
cies. We welcome the fact that several govern-
ments have acted swiftly to minimize the nega-
tive impact of the crisis. We stress the impor-
tance of good governance and the respect for
human rights, including core labor standards,
efficient and transparent institutions, and more
effective investment in education, training, and
research. We will seek to ensure and support
fuller participation of the developing countries

in the WTO and in future multilateral trade
negotiations, with a view to better integrating
them into the world economic system. In par-
ticular, we will seek to improve the trading op-
portunities for the least developed countries. We
will each continue to support regional integra-
tion efforts.

Senior officials will report to the next U.S.-
EU Summit on the practical implementation of
this cooperation on the global economy.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

United States-European Union Declaration on the Middle East
Peace Process
December 18, 1998

The signature on October 23 of the Wye
River Memorandum broke a dangerous deadlock
in the Middle East and opened the perspective
for new progress in the Peace Process. We wel-
come implementation of the first phase of the
Memorandum by both sides. We call on the
parties to implement fully the remaining obliga-
tions, and thereby contribute to rebuilding the
confidence essential to the completion of the
Peace Process begun at Madrid and Oslo.

We will work together, including through our
respective envoys, in the political and economic
area, to build on this achievement and to help
the parties move the Peace Process forward to
a successful conclusion. We will use our partner-
ship to support the implementation of out-
standing elements of the Interim Agreement.
We will work for the early resumption of the
Multilateral Track of the Process. We will also

seek ways to help the parties in the Lebanese
and Syrian tracks to restart negotiations with
the aim of reaching a comprehensive settlement.

Alongside other participants at the November
30 Washington Conference to Support Middle
East Peace and Development, we made signifi-
cant additional pledges of economic assistance
to the West Bank and Gaza for the next five
years. Against this background, the U.S. and the
EU will continue their leading roles in the Pal-
estinian donor effort in order to ensure that
international assistance translates into tangible
improvements in the living conditions of the Pal-
estinians, starting at the coming meeting of the
Ad Hoc Liaison Committee in February in Ger-
many.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint declaration.

Joint United States-European Union Statement on Chapter IV
New Transatlantic Agenda Dialogues
December 18, 1998

The United States and European Union af-
firm their commitment to the process of
strengthening and broadening public support on

both sides of the Atlantic for the U.S.-EU part-
nership by fostering ‘‘people-to-people’’ trans-
atlantic links between non-governmental actors.
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We applaud the steps taken during the Austrian
EU Presidency to further the process of building
bridges across the Atlantic, in particular, the es-
tablishment of the Transatlantic Consumer Dia-
logue and the on-going and constructive input
we receive from the Transatlantic Business Dia-
logue. We have given encouragement to the
Transatlantic Labor Dialogue to develop further
its program of work. Building on work that
began this year, we look forward to the formal
launching of a Transatlantic Environmental Dia-
logue early next year. We welcome contacts that
are taking place between development NGOs
with a view to the possibility of establishing a
Transatlantic Development Dialogue.

We look forward to these dialogues providing
recommendations to us on an ongoing basis on
issues of mutual concern, as they have done
for today’s Summit. We welcome input from

these dialogues as well as other sectors of society
to help shape our agenda.

We will work with all of the transatlantic dia-
logues to ensure that lines of communication
to government are balanced and open. We will
work with the dialogues to help ensure their
sustainability. This process will require resources
and support from outside of government, and
we will encourage the development of links with
the private sector, including foundations. We re-
affirm our commitment to support initiatives to
deepen the commercial, social, cultural, sci-
entific and educational ties between our respec-
tive societies. We recognize that there is much
that our transatlantic communities can learn
from one another.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Message on the Observance of Ramadan
December 18, 1998

Warm greetings to all those observing the
holy month of Ramadan.

Ramadan is a special time of reflection and
renewal for Muslims around the world, including
the 6 million Americans who are making Islam
one of our nation’s fastest-growing religions.
Through fasting and devoted reading of the
Koran, Muslims strengthen their faith in God
and deepen the compassion that gives their faith
such dignity and power in the eyes of Muslims
and non-Muslims alike. It is a time for renewing

our spirituality and for recognizing our common
humanity. It is a time to remember all that
we have done and all that we have yet to do
to make this world worthy of its Creator.

As the crescent moon rises, and the ninth
month begins, Hillary joins me in extending best
wishes to you and your families for health, pros-
perity, and happiness. May our prayers for a
better world soon be answered.

BILL CLINTON

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Military Strikes Against Iraq
December 18, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
At approximately 5:00 p.m. eastern standard

time on December 16, 1998, at my direction,
U.S. military forces conducted missile and air-
craft strikes in Iraq in response to Iraqi breaches
of its obligations under resolutions of the United
Nations Security Council. The strikes will de-
grade Iraq’s ability to develop and deliver weap-
ons of mass destruction (WMD) and its ability

to threaten its neighbors. This action, carried
out in concert with military forces of the United
Kingdom, enjoys the support of many of our
friends and allies. It is consistent with and has
been taken in support of numerous U.N. Secu-
rity Council resolutions, including Resolutions
678 and 687, which authorize U.N. Member
States to use ‘‘all necessary means’’ to imple-
ment the Security Council resolutions and to
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